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XVII. A port Account of the Manner of 
inoculating the Small Pox, on the Coajl of 
Barbary, and at Bengal, in the Eaft In- 
dies, extracted from a Memoir written in 
Dutch, by the Reverend Mr. Chais, at 
the Hague : by M. Maty, M. D. S. R. S. 

Read April y T AVING long thought that the 
i 4 , 1768. J— J Arabs, who, about the middle of 
the fixth century, were the firft who wrote upon 
the fmall-pox, were likewife the firft inventors 
of the method to prevent the fatal confequences of 
that cruel diforder, I was very defirous to get what 
informations I could concerning the introduction of 
inoculation in Africa, and in the Eaft Indies. 

About twenty years ago, CafTen Aga, a Tripoli- 
tan ambaflador at London, informed the people 
about him, that inoculation was univerfally pra&ifed, 
as well at his court, as at Tunis and Algiers; but 
that no certain account could be given, either of the 
introducers of the method, or of the place from 
whence it took its rife. 

One of the chief minifters of ftate in Holland was 
fo good, on this information, and at my defire, to 
fend a few queries on that fubjec"r, drawn up by my- 
felf, to a gentleman, who, for feveral years, has refi- 
ded with a public character at Algiers. The follow- 
ing is a fummary of his anfwers to my queries. 

" The fmall-pox is, as well as in Holland, a con- 
" tagious diftemper at Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli, 

" and 
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** and fully as deflrudtive. In order to avoid the 
** bad confequences of the natural diforder, many 
" people have recourfe to inoculation, which there 
** is performed in a very different manner from what 
" is ufed in our country. The perfon, who intends 
" to be inoculated, having found out a houfe, 
" where the fmall-pox is, and is of a good fort; 
" goes to the bed of the fick perfon, if he is old 
« ! enough, or, if a child, to one of his relations; and 
" fpeaks to him in the following manner ; / am come 
" here to buy the fmall-pox : the anfwer is, buy if you 
" pleafe. A fum of money is accordingly given, and 
" one, three, or five puftules (for the number mufl 
" always be an odd one, not exceeding five), extradf.- 
** ed whole, and full of matter. Thefe are immedi- 
" ately rubbed upon the fkin of the hand, between 
" the thumb and fore-finger. This is fufficient to 
" communicate the infection ; and as foon as it be- 
«■« gins to take effect, the inoculated patient is put to 
" bed, carefully covered with red blankets j and 
*' heating medicines are given him with fome honey 
,l of roles. He is allowed goat's broth for his nou- 
«« rifliment, and for his drink an infufion of fome 
" herbs ; notvvithftanding this treatment, it feldom 
" happens that the Imajl pox procured in this man- 
" ner has any bad confequences; and almoft never 
*«• that any body dies of itj but hitherto the propor- 
«• tion of the mortality in the natural, to that in the 
° artificial way, has not been afcertained. Laftly, 
" though the time when this pradtice was introdu- 
« ced in Africa be unknown, yet it is there very old, 
« and the Arabs are generally thought to have been 
"■ the inventors of it." 
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From this account it plainly appears; I. that in 
Africa the operation is performed as it is in Wales, 
by the rubbing in of the matter, and that this is done 
to prevent the fatal confequences too often follow- 
ing the natural infection; 2. that this inoculation is 
generally fuccefsful, notwithstanding the heat of the 
climate, and the bad management of the patients; and 
3. that the origin of it is very ancient, and afcribed to 
the Arabs. 

Before I had received thefe informations from Al- 
giers, I had engaged fome friends fettled in three dif- 
ferent parts of the Eaft Indies, to procure me fome ac- 
counts from thence, upon the fame fubject. I, at laft, 
received an anfwer from one of them, who refides at 
Patna, in the province of Behaar, 180 leagues from 
Bengal. 

" I have fent for feveral phyficians, to be informed 
" of the things you feem defirous to know about ino- 
" culation; the practice is hitherto not ufed in this 
«' province ; but having met with a Bengalian 
«' doctor, he gave me the following account. 

" Though the firft introduction of the operation at 
" Bengal is now unknown, it has been in ufe in that 
" country for a very long time, and is performed in 
41 two different ways. 

" For the firft, fome of the variolous matter of 
" a good kind having been gathered is kept for ufe. 
" When a child is to be inoculated, the fkin between 
" fome of the fingers is pricked by means of two 
" fmall needles joined to one another. After having 
«« rubbed in a little of the matter upon the fpot, a cir- 
" cle is made by means of feveral punctures, of the 
*< bignefs of a common puftule, and matter is again 
" rubbed over it. The-wound is then drefTed with 

" lint; 
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" lintj a fever enfues, and after fome days, the 
" eruption, which if the fever has been ftrong is ob- 
" ferved not to be very copious. To excite the fe- 
" ver, the patient is made to bathe in a tub of 
" water. 

" As this way of managing the operation is very 
" painful, a more eafy one has been invented for peo- 
«' pie of quality and fubftance. A little of the matter 
'« is mixed with fugar, and fwallowed by the child in 
'* any fweet and pleafant liquid. The fame effecl: 
«' is produced, but the firft method is thought to be 
« the beft." 

The writer of this letter ought certainly to have 
been more particular in his inquiries j he might have 
afked whether any preparation previous to inocula- 
tion is ufed, and of what kind ; what treatment the 
patients undergo after the operation ; and laftly, how 
far the event warrants the goodnefs of the method. 
It appears however, from what he fays, that the peo- 
ple of Bengal have for a long while had recourfe to 
inoculation, in order to avoid the dreadful consequen- 
ces of the natural diftemper in their country j and it 
is to be wifhed that farther inquiries be made, both 
there and eifewhere, about a fubjett which fo nearly 
concerns the good of mankind. 
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